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The  President’s  Message 

By  Anthony  Swiatek 


Greetings  and  happy  holidays  to  all  members  of  the  SUSCC.  I  am  back  again  to  serve  as  your 
president.  1  will  conduct  the  society  meeting  at  the  FUN  Convention  on  Saturday  January  6th 
2007,  at  9  am.  It  seems  as  if  2006  went  by  like  four  months!  I  shall  also  lecture  for  the  FUN 
organization  (as  I  have  been  doing  for  the  past  thirty  years,  since  1977)  approximately  2V2  hours 
later.  Should  you  have  any  numismatic  inquiries,  my  table  number  is  801.  I  would  like  to 
welcome  our  new  vice  president.  Greg  [Mirsky]  is  most  astute,  giving  and  loves  our 
rememberance  preservers. 

As  that  wonderful  gift  giving  time  of  the  year  approaches,  those  with  unlimited  funds  can  give 
their  children  anything  they  desire.  How  about  that  big  1915-S  octagonal  or  round  gold  piece 
depicting  the  goddess  Minerva,  or  our  only  two-headed  1905  gold  dollar  rated  at  least  MS-66? 
Don't  vou  wish  you  were  a  youngster  in  this  family!  Back  in  1952,  I  received  a  Christmas  gift 
from  my  uncle,  who  bought  it  at  Gimbles  department  store  in  NYC.  It  was  a  fully  original  proof 
set  of  that  year,  housed  in  a  capital  plastics  holder.  Issue  price  was  $2.10  from  the  mint.  My 
father  gave  me  a  1921  Pilgrim  half,  purchased  from  the  same  dealer.  Many  years  later  I  was 
informed  that  he  paid  $5  for  the  commem.  Such  was  also  fully  original.  They  were  fortunate  in 
crossing  paths  with  an  honest  dealer. 

Anyone  wanting  to  give  a  youngster  an  inexpensive  gift  this  year  —  which  could  become  a 
numismatic  introduction  into  our  coin  world  —  just  might  consider  some  of  the  less  expensive 
modern  commemorative  proof  half  dollars.  A  few  that  come  to  mind  are  the  1994-D  World  Cup 
or  1995-S  Olympic  Baseball  or  Olympic  Basketball  issues  or  proof  commem  dollars  of  your 
choice.  The  proof  issues  are  more  impressive  to  most  neophytes  and  long  time  modern 
collectors.  Your  gift  just  might  be  priceless  in  terms  of  appreciation,  memories  and  possible 
future  involvement  into  our  hobby. 

Merry  Christmas  and  happy  Hanukkah, 


j4ntfio ny  J.  Sivia  te(y 
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Vice  President’s  Message 

By  Gregory  N.  Mirsky 

Greetings  and  thank  you!  I  am  honored  to  accept  the  vice  president  position  of  this  fine 
organization.  Let  me  start  with  a  brief  introduction  for  those  of  you  who  don't  know  me.  Mv 
name  has  actually  appeared  several  times  in  this  newsletter  and  in  the  ANA's  Numismatist.  I 
was  also  the  chairman  of  the  Numismatic  Theater  at  the  2002  New  York  ANA  Convention.  I'm 
also  an  active  member  of  the  Massapequa  Coin  Club.  So  I'm  no  stranger  to  the  world  of 
numismatics  and  especially  commemorative  coins. 

I'm  a  collector  who  has  joined  and  left  the  hobby  several  times.  I  started  back  collecting  back  in 
the  early  1970's,  when  I  was  only  twelve  or  thirteen.  I  dabbled  for  a  while  a  few  times  before 
rejoining  the  hobby  full  time  in  the  1990's.  Even  though  I  had  left  the  hobby  from  time  to  time 
there  was  always  something  that  brought  me  back  —  most  notably,  to  the  world  of  U.S. 
commemoratives. 

My  past  forays  into  numismatics  have  led  me  into  exploring  the  fascinating  world  of  die 
varieties  (and  its  absurdities  too!).  In  the  past  I  was  lucky  enough  to  identify  and  have 
recognized  bv  CONECA,  a  die  variety  that  I  myself  discovered,  the  $20  gold  1878-S  DDR-001. 
Along  with  an  interest  in  error  coinage,  my  true  passion  is  commemorative  coinage.  It  is  one 
arena  of  numismatics  that  I  find  myself  constantly  returning  to. 

I  find  the  world  of  commemoratives  to  be  the  most  fascinating  and  enlightening  aspect  of  the 
numismatic  realm.  Each  commemorative  issue  practically  has  enough  material  in  its  politics 
and  history  from  initial  conception  to  execution  to  fill  a  whole  book.  As  a  whole  the  topic  has 
filled  several  books  by  several  noted  numismatic  authors.  Yet  as  many  of  you  already  know, 
there  is  so  much  more  that  has  yet  to  be  fully  documented  or  explored. 

My  latest  numismatic  endeavor  has  allowed  me  the  honor  of  assisting  Anthony  Swiatek  with 
expanding  and  updating  his  latest  edition  of  his  book  on  U.S.  commemorative  comage. 
Unfortunately,  work  on  the  book  has  also  has  given  me  an  insight  to  the  nonsensical  logic  that 
is  a  harsh  reality  of  the  publishing  world.  It's  truly  a  world  that  does  not  understand  our  hobby 
and  passion.  Unfortunately,  it  is  also  a  world  that  our  hobby  is  integrally  linked  with.  For 
without  published  numismatic  information  our  hobby  cannot  advance  or  retain  the  new 
aficionados  our  hobby  has  recently  attracted  in  the  last  few  years.  Many  of  those  new  collectors 
started  when  they  started  to  accumulate  their  first  few  commemorative  state  quarters  in  1999. 

Again,  I'd  like  to  thank  everyone  for  the  opportunity  that  will  allow  me  to  bring  whatever  value 
added  I  can  offer  to  our  special  interest.  I  look  forward  to  hearing  from  many  of  you.  I  would 
like  to  receive  some  input  on  what  you,  as  a  membership,  would  like  to  see  in  this  journal  in  the 
future.  Hopefully,  I  can  help  to  create  a  positive  learning  experience  for  all  involved. 

Thank  you, 

Gregory  N.  Mirsky 
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From:  Steven  Bieda 

Hi  —  thought  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins  would  be  interested  in  running  a 
photo  of  the  newly  erected  Felix  Schlag  memorial  at  his  grave-site  in  Owosso,  Michigan. 

Photo  taken  by  Frank  Passic,  ANA  member. 

Sincerely, 

Steven  Bieda,  ANA  Life  member,  Co-Chair  of  the  Felix  ScFilag  Memorial  project,  and  member  of 
the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins,  designer  of  the  1992  Olympic  Half  reverse. 


From:  Mike  Garafalo 
Dear  Gary: 

I  would  like  to  ask  the  members  of  the  SUSCC  for  their  help.  I  am  writing  a  book  on  the  classic 
United  States  commemorative  com  distribution  holders,  for  tire  period  from  1892  to  1954.  This 
work  will  cover  all  types  of  original  holders  in  which  the  commemorative  coins  were  actually 
distributed.  It  will  include  everything  from  common  1925  Lexington-Concord  wooden  pine 
boxes  to  ultra-rare  1915  Panama-Pacific  double  copper  frames.  Should  any  of  our  members  have 
any  unusual  commemorative  holders,  mailing  envelopes  or  order  forms,  I  would  appreciate 
receiving  a  scan  of  those  items  along  with  any  pertinent  information  such  as  size  and  cost.  We 
would  like  this  book  to  be  as  complete  as  possible,  so  that  is  why  we  are  asking  our  members 
for  their  assistance.  This  book  will  not  cover  any  memorabilia  other  than  those  items  that  were 
actually  used  to  order  or  to  distribute  the  coins.  I  would  be  happy  to  include  an  attribution  to 
them  should  they  so  desire  for  their  contribution.  Please  email  any  information  to: 
libertvnum@comcast.net  Thank  you. 

Best  regards, 

Mike 


From:  Bill  Sudbrink 

Hi  Gary, 

I  would  like  to  let  you  know  how  much  I  appreciate  your  work  in  getting  The  Commemorative 
Trail  (TCT)  published. 
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You  ask  for  material  to  use  in  our  publication,  so  1  am  submitting  an  article  for  your 
consideration.  If  you  decide  to  use  it,  have  the  space,  and  have  a  photo  of  a  Grant  half  dollar,  1 
would  suggest  that  you  include  it  with  the  article. 

In  the  last  TCI  a  treasurer's  report  was  provided,  and  it  seems  as  though  the  finances  are  in 
pretty^  good  shape.  I  would  also  like  to  see  a  membership  report,  how  many  members,  life 
members,  charter  members,  some  demographic  data,  etc.,  if  it  is  available. 

Again,  keep  up  the  great  work. 

Best  regards. 

Bill 

R-0064 


S^a^fis  2M  {M&  I'vuwbfic  0-F  SUSCC  w£wb£rs: 


AK  2,  AL  3,  AZ  4,  CA  53, 
KS  2,  KY  4,  MA  9,  MD  5, 
NY  20,  OR  3,  PA  9,  TN  4, 


CO  4,  CT  9,  *  DC  1 ,  FL  17, 
ME  2,  Ml  5,  MN  2,  MO  2, 
TX  7,  *U.K.  1,  UT  1,  VA  5 


GA  3,  HI  5,  IA  1 ,  IL  9, 
NE  1,  NH  5,  NJ  5,  NV  4, 
WA  7,  WI4,  WY  1 


*U.K.  is  United  Kingdom  and  DC  is  Washington  DC 


SUSCC  M^b^CS  © 

R-3085  Richard  Murcott 

R-3086  Mary  Miller  (Sponsor:  Anthony  Swiatek) 

R-3087  Patricia  Correia 

R-3088  Clarence  Jones,  Jr. 

R-3089  Gregory  Mirsky  (Sponsor:  Anthony  Swiatek) 

SUSCC  as  OT  N0V£wb£c  I,  t^OOG  © 

Regular  Members:  196  Life  Members:  27  Membership  Total:  223 
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V.S.  COMMKMO<Rjl<n%*E  COW 

By  Bill  Sudbrink 


The  title  of  this  article  sounds  like  it  could  be 
the  title  of  a  fourth  grader's  "show  and  tell."  Had 
I  been  the  fourth  grader,  the  report  would  have 
gone  something  like  this: 

My  first  and  only  V.S.  commemorative 
coin  is  a  half  dollar  from  1922,  named 
for  President  U.  S.  Grant.  The  coin 
really  belongs  to  my  Mom,  and  she 
keeps  it  in  a  jar  with  some  old  pennies, 
and  hides  it  in  the  refrigerator.  Thank 
you. 

In  reality,  when  I  was  in  the  fourth  grade  in 
1947.  I  don't  remember  anything  like  "show  and 
tell."  We  sat  at  our  desks,  all  in  rows,  with  our 
gym  shoes  tied  together  by  their  laces,  hung  over 
the  bolt  at  the  front  of  the  desk  which  was  used 
for  adjusting  the  height  of  the  desk.  We  listened 
to  the  teacher,  once  in  a  while  had  to  go  to  the 
blackboard  for  something,  and  would  be 


periodically  lined  up  to  go  to  the  bathroom  - 
girls  going  in  one  direction,  boys  in  the  other. 
Every  so  often  someone  ended  up  being  sent  to 
the  principal's  office  -  big  trouble!  By  this  time 
however,  we  no  longer  had  to  collect  tin  cans 
and  newspapers  for  the  war  effort,  and  we  guys 
played  a  lot  of  baseball  and  basketball  in  the 
schoolyard,  both  during  and  after  school  hours 
and  on  the  weekends.  But  I  digress. 

The  first  thing  to  consider  is  how  my  Mom 
got  a  Grant  half  dollar  in  the  first  place.  When  I 
asked  her  that  question,  this  was  the  answer: 
While  she  was  in  high  school  (1922-24  time 
period),  she  was  still  living  at  home  in  Kansas 
City,  Kansas.  She  would  frequently  go  to  the 
store  for  the  "old  man"  across  the  alley.  He 
would  give  her  a  list  and  some  money,  and  off 
she  would  go.  One  day  the  money  he  gave  her 
included  a  very  odd  looking  coin.  Before  going 
to  the  store  she  took  the  odd  looking  coin,  the 
Grant  half  dollar  back  to  her  mother,  and  her 
mother  gave  her  a  different  half  dollar. 
Eventually,  my  mother  ended  up  with  the  Grant 
half  dollar  though  when  and  how  that  happened 
I  don't  know.  However,  by  the  time  I  was  in  the 
fourth  grade  in  Terre  Haute,  Indiana,  the  Grant 
was  kept  in  the  refrigerated  penny  jar. 

You  may  ask,  "You  did  say  'the  refrigerated 
penny  jar'?"  Yes,  I  did,  and  here's  how  it  came 
into  being.  During  the  late  1920’s  and  early 
1 93 0 ' s.  my  mother  worked  for  a  newspaper  in 
Terre  Haute,  Indiana.  One  of  her  jobs  was  to 
collect  from  the  boys,  the  money  they  got  from 
selling  the  newspapers.  She  would  count  the 
money  each  day,  and  as  she  told  me,  she  would 
exchange  the  Indian  head  cents  for  money  from 
her  pocket.  She  would  then  take  the  Indian  head 
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cents  and  put  them  in  the  jar.  Mom  kept  the  jar 
in  her  refrigerator,  since  she  thought  that  the 
back  of  the  refrigerator  would  be  an  unlikely 
place  for  someone  to  look  for  valuables  should 
the  house  be  broken  into. 

Playing  baseball  and  basketball  was  a 
favorite  thing  for  me  to  do  when  I  wasn't  too 
busy  with  school.  However,  there  seemed  to  be  a 
lot  of  times  in  Indiana  when  the  weather  just 
didn't  cooperate  with  a  kid's  desire  to  be  outside. 
Kept  inside,  I  became  a  big  problem  to  my 
mother;  remember  no  TVs  or  video  games  on 
the  computer  in  those  days.  Well  on  one  of 
those  inclement  weather  days,  my  mother  got 
out  the  refrigerated  penny  jar.  I  was  told  that  I 
could  look  at  and  play  with  the  coins,  but 
absolutely  not  to  loose  any.  I  was  also  confined 
with  it  to  the  kitchen  table.  In  the  refrigerated 
penny  jar  were  several  hundred  Indian  head 
cents,  maybe  five  silver  dollars,  a  few  old  "V" 
and  Buffalo  nickels,  some  other  old  coins,  and 
the  Grant  half  dollar.  I  don't  really  remember 
what. 

Over  the  next  several  years  the  refrigerated 
penny  jar  was  a  ramy  day  diversion.  I  sorted  and 
resorted  the  Indian  head  cents,  selecting  the  least 
worn.  I  also  admired  the  Grant  half  dollar,  which 
was  sort  of  dull  looking.  On  one  occasion,  while 
looking  at  the  Grant,  I  thought  that  maybe  I 
could  make  it  look  a  little  better,  so  I  rubbed  it 
on  the  wool  carpet  in  my  bedroom.  After  a 
couple  of  good  rubs  on  each  side  it  looked  much 
more  shinny  to  me,  so  I  did  the  same  with  the 
silver  dollars.  I  returned  them  all  to  the 
refrigerated  penny  jar,  very  pleased  with  myself 
for  making  these  old  coins  much  shinier. 

The  refrigerated  penny  jar  was  the  initial  seed 
of  my  becoming  a  com  collector.  I  later  learned, 
from  a  Red  Book  in  my  Junior  High  School 
Library,  that  you  shouldn't  rub  old  coins  on  a 
wool  carpet,  and  I  haven't  since  my  first 
experiment  with  the  Grant.  During  my  high 
school  era,  the  refrigerated  penny  jar  became 
mine,  and  the  rest  is  history. 

I've  completed  the  Indian  head  cent 
collection,  plus  several  other  type/date  sets  of  U. 
S.  coins.  A  short  set  of  the  old  U.S. 


Commemorative  coins  was  only  recently 
completed,  ironically  enough,  with  the  purchase 
of  a  Grant  gold  dollar,  without  star.  The  set  lacks 
both  of  the  Panama-Pacific  International  Expo 
fifty  dollar  pieces,  and  probably  always  will. 
The  coins  are  in  Kointain  TM  holders,  and  then 
in  Harco  Coinmaster  TM  albums,  which  are  in  a 
bank  vault.  The  modem  set  of  U.S. 
Commemorative  coins,  complete  to  this  date,  are 
still  in  their  mint  plastic  holders,  loose  in  a  vault 
box,  yet  to  be  sorted  and  put  into  albums. 

The  one  piece  of  the  Grant  half  dollar  puzzle 
that  I  have  never  figured  out  is  why  the  "old 
man"  across  the  alley  would  have  given  my 
mother  a  Grant  half  dollar  in  the  first  place,  to 
buy  something  from  the  store.  According  to 
Swiatek  &  Breen's  book.  Silver  &  Gold 
Commemorative  Coins  -  1892  to  1954,  Grant 
half  dollars  were  never  released  into  general 
circulation.  Additionally,  Swiatek  &  Breen  state 
"...  the  Commission  returned  the  unsold  coins  to 
the  mint  for  re-melting."  If  this  is  true,  then  we 
can  assume  that  someone,  somewhere  originally 
•would  have  had  to  pay  more  than  face  value. 
$1.00  (later  reduced  to  75  cents)  for  the  50-cent 
Grant.  We  can  also  assume  that  at  least  in 
Kansas  City,  Kansas,  there  was  no  publicized 
secondary  market  for  the  coin.  Do  any  of  the 
readers  have  any  ideas,  other  than  pure 
economic  reasons  -  the  "old  man"  across  the 
alley  needed  to  by  something  and  this  was  the 
only  money  he  had,  about  why  the  com  might 
have  been  spent  instead  of  saved? 

Be  that  as  it  may,  the  "old  man"  across  the 
alley  provided  me  with  my  first  U.S. 
Commemorative  com;  this  numismatically 
abused,  by  my  own  ignorant  hand,  Grant  half 
dollar.  The  coin  has  become  the  comer  stone  of 
my  U.S.  Commemorative  collection,  and  1 
wouldn't  replace  it  for  "all  the  tea  in  china." 

Happy  Collecting! 
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(Containing  Commemoratives,  of  Course) 


By  John  Merz,  R2275 

The  question  is  "How  can  we  add  some  diversity  to  our  Commemorative  collecting?"  Or, 
"How  can  we  spice  up  our  Commemorative  Life?" 

One  way  of  doing  this,  I've  found,  is  to  welcome  the  grading  service  holders  as  collectible 
items,  as  well  as  the  coins  contained  in  them.  My  inspiration  for  this  was  provided  by  an  August 
2003  book  called  Third  Party  Grading/Certification  Services  and  Slab/Certificate  Varieties  by 
author  Michael  Schmidt. 

The  two  major  grading  services  (NGC  &  PCGS)  have  now  been  in  business  for  about  twenty 
years,  and  their  plastic  holders  have  evolved  in  interesting  ways  over  the  years.  The  early 
versions  of  the  holders,  particularly  NGC,  are  especially  scarce,  and  finding  a  first  generation 
NGC  holder  is  a  major  accomplishment.  The  first  generation  PCGS  holders  are  still  available  in 
small  quantities,  and  are  interesting  because  of  their  immature  technology.  These  early  holders 
are  called  "rattlers"  because  the  holders  did  not  grasp  the  coins  tightly,  and  the  coins  tend  to 
rattle  around  and  rotate.  The  great  majority  of  early  holders  have  been  destroyed  because  many 
collectors  and  dealers  perceive  that  the  grading  in  "the  good  old  days"  was  more  conservative 
than  it  is  now,  so  the  coins  have  been  broken  out  of  the  holders  and  resubmitted  to  the  grading 
serv  ice  hoping  for  a  higher  grade. 
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The  first  generation  NGC  holder  is  shown  below.  It  has  a  black  plastic  insert  in  a  clear  plastic 
holder.  "Numismatic  Guaranty  Corporation  of  America",  along  with  a  weighing-scale  symbol,  is 
imprinted  in  white  on  the  front  of  the  black  plastic.  The  back  of  the  holder  identifies  the  coin 
with  a  plain  white  label.  This  particular  holder  was  expertly  broken  and  the  coin  removed. 

There  is  no  visible  damage  to  the  holder  except  along  the  edges.  The  coin  was  resubmitted  to 
NGC,  and  upgraded  from  MS-62  to  MS-64.  Gold  and  silver  coins  are  particularly  attractive  in 
this  holder,  but  a  dark  coin  tends  to  disappear,  so  this  holder  was  discontinued  by  NGC  after  two 
or  three  months  of  use. 


NUMISMATIC  :  i 
GUARANTY  4] 
CORPORATION 
OF  AMERICA 


(Variety  1) 
Photo  #1 


I'm  presenting  the  holders  in  their  chronological,  or  time-phased,  sequence.  The  holder 
numbering  system  used  in  the  Schmidt  book  is  one  of  simple  ascending  numbers  as  time  goes  on 
and  the  holders  change.  The  numbers  that  I'm  using  for  this  paper  are  the  same  as  the  Schmidt 
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numbers,  \\  uh  three  exceptions.  Schmidt's  highest  number  for  NGC  holders  is  9.  This  occurred 
sometime  in  2003.  1  continue  the  numbers  to  13  to  cover  later  variety  holders.  The  second 
exception  is  the  next  holder  in  the  chronological  sequence,  which  instead  of  "2"  is  "2. 1 ".  This 
happened  because  the  2. 1  variety  was  discovered  later,  and  never  made  it  into  the  book.  Schmidt 
rev ealed  the  2. 1  variety  to  me  in  an  e-mail  dated  March  22,  2005.  The  third  exception  is  a  new 
discovery  that  1  made  at  the  Denver  ANA  convention  in  2006  which  1  have  identified  as  variety 
3.1. 

For  the  2.1  variety,  the  plastic  insert  is  now  white.  The  same  plain  white  ID  label  is  on  the 
front.  The  obverse  of  the  coin  is  oriented  to  be  on  the  same  side  as  the  ID  label,  which  is  the 
opposite  of  variety  1 .  On  the  back,  a  gold  imprint  is  inside  the  holder  on  the  white  plastic  insert. 
The  coin  shown  is  a  nice  MS-63  Lexington. 


(Variety  2.1 ) 
Photo  #14 
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I  he  change  (or  variety  2  is  that  the  gold  imprint  is  on  the  surface  of  the  clear  plastic  holder 
instead  ol  on  the  insert.  The  imprint  can  be  felt  with  one's  finger.  Variety  2  is  more  commonly 

available  than  Variety  2.1,  but  that  doesn't  mean  that  it  is  common.  The  coin  shown  is  a  lustrous 
MS-64  Texas. 


1936  D  50C 
TEXAS 
MS  64 

124617-007 


■BMWBManni 


(Variety  2) 
Photo  #13 
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l  or  \  anet>  3,  a  colored  border  was  added  lo  the  front  label  for  more  visual  interest.  The  color 
ot  the  borders  \  aned  from  tan  to  olive  to  pistachio  green.  Inside  the  colored  border  is  a  weigh- 
scale  s\mbol,  printed  white  on  black.  The  same  gold  imprint  is  on  the  back  surface  of  the  clear 
plastic  holder,  t  he  coin  shown  is  a  conservatively  graded  MS-64  Boone. 


(Variety  3) 
Photo  #2 
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V  aricty  3.1  is  a  sub-type  ot  Variety  3.  It  lias  the  same  colored  border  on  the  front  label,  but 
the  gold  imprint  on  the  back  is  on  the  inside  white  plastic,  the  same  as  the  2. 1  sub  type,  rather 
than  on  the  surface  ot  the  clear  plastic.  Picky,  eh?  Apparently,  someone  on  the  NGC  production 
line  picked  up  an  old-style  white  plastic  insert  and  applied  the  new  front  label  to  it.  The  holder 
contains  a  high  grade  Robinson  coin. 


1936  50C 
ROBINSON 
MS  66 
130893-005 


NUMISMATIC 

R  Wiki  GUARANTY 
rjlWJII  CO  R  PGR  AT  K 
Z  XJ  OF  AM  ERIC- 


(Variety  3.1) 
Photo  #JM-2 


13 


In  the  late  1680's,  some  counterfeit  holders  were  discovered.  I  believe  that  this  applied 
primariK  to  1V(JS  holders.  In  any  event,  NGC  added  a  hologram  on  the  back  of  its  holder  for 
security  purposes.  This  replaced  the  gold  imprint,  and  created  Variety  4.  The  coin  in  this  holder 
is  a  toned  MS-64  Lexington. 


(Variety  4) 
Photo  #3 
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To  facilitate  accounting  and  inventory,  NGC  added  a  barcode  to  the  front  of  Variety  5.  I  he 
same  hologram  is  on  the  back.  The  coin  in  this  holder  is  a  lovely  Lincoln  with  peripheral  toning. 


2  MWfi 

m  rv 

1  (m^rJTiATi 

2  tjcj 


1918  50C 
LINCOLN  MS  65 
301255-017 


(Variety  5) 
Photo  #4 
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Once  again,  apparently  for  visual  effect,  NGC  added  a  horizontal  bar  to  separate  the  front 
label  from  the  coin,  f his  resulted  in  Variety  6.  The  back  still  has  the  same  hologram.  The  coin 
is  a  low  mintage  1 0 3 S - S  Boone  with  some  edge  toning. 


(OTI^OTIriT 


1938  S  50C 
BOONE  MS  65 
701432-003 


(Variety  6) 
Photo  #5 
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Variety  7  was  created  by  a  new  hologram  on  the  back,  about  60%  of  the  size  of  the  previous 
one,  proclaiming  NGC  as  the  "Official  Grading  Service"  of  the  ANA.  The  coin  in  this  holder  is 
a  lovely  high  grade  Delaware. 


GLlAJWf  IT  i 
eowoi<>v;fV.>r  i 
C?'/W4IfHC>. 


1936  50C 

DELAWARE  MS  65 


(Variety  7) 
Photo  #6 
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\  ariety  8  shows  some  experimentation  with  the  front  label,  with  a  very  small  size  serial 
number  below  the  barcode,  instead  of  above  it  as  previously.  The  reverse  hologram  remains  the 
same  1  he  coin  m  this  holder  is  a  toned  MS-64  Missouri  with  blue  and  gold  colors. 


(Variety  8) 
Photo  #7 
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The  mini-size  serial  number  was  short  lived,  and  the  succeeding  variety  9  goes  hack  to  the 
larger-size  numbers,  along  with  the  name  "Numismatic  Guaranty  Corporation"  on  the  front  label 
tor  the  first  time.  To  accommodate  this,  the  "window"  for  the  front  label  is  enlarged.  The 
hologram  on  the  back  remains  the  same  as  used  for  Variety  8.  The  coin  in  the  Variety  9  holder  is 
a  high  grade,  first-year-of-issue  Oregon. 


(Variety  9) 
Photo  #8 
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\  ariet\  10  shows  changes  on  both  the  front  and  hack.  We  enter  the  computer  age,  and  the 
NCR'  web  site  is  shown  on  the  front  label.  Also,  the  weighing  scales  on  the  front  which 
pre\  ioush  had  been  printed  white-on-black  are  now  changed  to  black-on-white.  The  hologram 
on  the  back  is  changed  to  show  the  ANA's  symbolic  lamp  of  knowledge.  The  coin  inside  is  a 
nice  white  New  Rochelle. 


193S  NEW  ROCHELLE  50C 


ana  .. 

Official  Grading 

...  Service 


Numicmatic  Guaranty  '  nrporatiO' 


(Variety  10) 
Photo  #9 
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Variety  1  1  eliminates  the  web  site  identification  and  goes  back  to  "Numismatic  Guaranty 
(  orporation"  on  the  front  label.  The  hologram  on  the  back  continues  to  contain  the  lamp  of 
knowledge  symbol.  The  coin  in  the  holder  is  the  very  low  mintage  1935/34-S  Boone  in  MS-66. 


iaasm  • 

1935/1934  S  BOONE  50C 

MS  66 

1737427-019 

llllllfillllll  l!lllll!llf!lllllllli 


-'ll  CVOOfittlOr' 


Ntri  JN  .  1»' 

•VN  *\  s 

Ofticid)  Grading 
Service 

i 


(Variety  1 1 ) 
Photo  #10 
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1  he  front  label  for  Variety  12  remains  the  same,  but  the  hologram  on  the  back  now  shows  the 
new  \N  A  star  and  moon  symbol,  with  the  ANA  date  of  founding:  1891 .  The  coin  is  an 
attractively  toned  MS-67  Columbia. 


1936  S  COLUMBIA  50C 


(Variety  12) 
Photo  #1 1 


The  final  NGC  holder  variety  is  number  13,  and  is  the  currently  used  holder.  The  front  label 
remains  the  same,  but  the  hologram  on  the  back  is  full  width  and  full  depth  and  identifies  NGC 
as  "The  Official  Grading  Service  of  the  ANA  &  PNG."  The  coin  in  the  holder  is  a  mark  free  and 
lustrous  Pilgrim. 


(Variety  13) 
Photo  #12 


If  for  no  other  reason  than  value  and  scarcity,  I  would  recommend  that  everyone  keep  their 
eyes  peeled  for  early  NGC  holders.  I'm  sure  that  the  population  of  these  early  holders  continues 
to  diminish  as  the  coins  are  broken  out  for  the  purpose  of  potential  upgrade.  The  Variety  1  black 
NGC  holders  are  extremely  scarce,  and  if  one  ever  comes  on  the  market,  and  two  or  more  people 
recognize  it  for  what  it  is,  there  will  be  strong  price  competition. 

I  would  venture  to  say  that  any  all-white  (no  colored  border)  front  label  on  an  early  NGC 
holder  is  worth  having  (Varieties  2  and  2.1),  and  any  early  NGC  holder  with  a  gold  imprint  on 
the  back  (Varieties  2,  2. 1 ,  3  and  3. 1 )  is  worth  having. 

Just  as  a  matter  of  collecting  interest,  a  few  months  ago,  I  decided  to  try  to  assemble  a  50-coin 
commemorative  type  set  containing  coins  in  the  NGC  "gold  back"  holders.  It's  very  slow  going. 
So  far,  I  have  only  8  out  of  the  50,  and  may  never  accomplish  my  goal. 

My  next  article  for  The  Commemorative  Trail  will  address  collecting  commemorative  coins 
in  early  PCGS  holders. 
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Comments  made  in  1955 

NOTE:  This  filler  has  nothing  to  do  with  commemoratives. 

"I’ll  tell  you  one  thing,  if  things  keep  going  the  way  they  are,  it's  going  to  be  impossible  to  buy 
two  weeks'  groceries  for  $20." 

"Have  you  seen  the  new  cars  coming  out  next  year?  It  won't  be  long  before  $2000  will  only  buy 
a  used  one." 

"Did  you  hear  the  post  office  is  thinking  about  charging  a  dime  just  to  mail  a  letter?" 

"If  they  raise  the  minimum  wage  to  75  cents,  nobody  will  be  able  to  hire  outside  help  at  the 
store." 

"When  I  first  started  driving,  who  would  have  thought  gas  would  someday  cost  17  cents  a 
gallon.  Guess  we'd  be  better  off  leaving  the  car  in  the  garage." 

"Kids  today  are  impossible.  Those  duck  tail  haircuts  make  it  impossible  to  stay  groomed.  Next 
thing  you  know,  boys  will  be  wearing  their  hair  as  long  as  the  girls." 

"I  read  the  other  day  where  some  scientist  thinks  it's  possible  to  put  a  man  on  the  moon  by  the 
end  of  the  century.  They  even  have  some  fellows  they  call  astronauts  preparing  for  it  down  in 

Texas." 

"Did  you  see  where  some  baseball  player  just  signed  a  contract  for  $75,000  a  year  just  to  play 
ball?  It  wouldn’t  surprise  me  if  someday  they’ll  be  making  more  than  the  president." 

"It's  too  bad  things  are  so  tough  nowadays.  I  see  where  a  few  married  women  have  to  work  to 
make  ends  meet." 

"I'm  just  afraid  the  Volkswagen  car  is  going  to  open  the  door  to  a  whole  lot  of  foreign  business." 

"Thank  goodness  I  won't  live  to  see  the  day  when  the  Government  takes  half  our  income  in 
taxes.  I  sometimes  wonder  if  we  are  electing  the  best  people  to  congress." 

"The  drive-in  restaurant  is  convenient  in  nice  weather,  but  I  seriously  doubt  they  will  ever  catch 

_  __  M 

on. 

"There  is  no  sense  going  to  Lincoln  or  Omaha  anymore  for  a  weekend.  It  costs  nearly  $4  a  night 
to  stay  in  a  hotel." 

"No  one  can  afford  to  be  sick  any  more;  $35  a  day  in  the  hospital  is  too  rich  for  my  blood." 

"If  they  think  I'll  pay  50  cents  for  a  hair  cut,  forget  it." 
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2001  Capitol  Visitor  Center 

By  Anthony  Swiatek 


Reason  For  Issue: 


Authorization: 


To  celebrate  the  first  meeting  of  the  Congress  in  the  new  U  S. 
Capitol  in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  to  help  fund  the  Visitors 
Center  Building. 

The  coins  were  authorized  on  December  6th,  1999,  by  Public  Law 
106-126,  sections  201-208. 
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Facts  And  Figures 


Denomination 

Date 

and 

Mint 

Pre 

issue 

Price 

Regular 

Price 

Maximum 

Authorized 

Net 

Mintage 

Market 

Value 

Clad  Half 
Dollar 

2001 

P 

UNC 

See  pricing  section  below 

750,000 

99,157 

$16 

2001 

P 

Proof 

77,962 

$21 

Silver  Dollar 

2001 

P 

UNC 

500,000 

35,380 

$43 

2001 

P 

Proof 

143,793 

$50 

Gold  Five 
Dollar 

2001 

W 

UNC 

100,000 

6,761 

$600 

2001 

W 

Proof 

27,652 

$295 

Pricing 

Pre-Issue  Sales  Price:  (February  28,  2001-April  20,  2001) 

•  Three-coin  set  in  presentation  case:  $225 

•  Gold  Five  Dollar  proof  in  presentation  case 

•  Gold  Five  Dollar  proof  $  195;  in  mailer 

•  Gold  Five  Dollar  proof  $177 

•  Gold  Five  Dollar  uncirculated  in  presentation  case,  $180 

•  Gold  Five  Dollar  uncirculated  in  mailer,  $175 

•  Silver  Dollar  proof  in  presentation  case,  $33 

•  Silver  Dollar  proof  in  mailer,  $29 

•  Silver  Dollar  proof  uncirculated  in  gift  box,  $30 

•  Silver  Dollar  proof  uncirculated  in  mailer,  $27. 

•  Clad  Half  Dollar  proof  in  tray  and  sleeve,  $  1 1 .25 

•  Clad  Half  Dollar  proof  in  mailer,  $10.75 

•  Clad  Half  Dollar  uncirculated  in  Mylar  and  envelope,  $7.75 

•  Clad  Half  Dollar  uncirculated  in  mailer,  $8.75 

•  Clad  Half  Dollar  uncirculated  collector  set,  $16.50. 

Regular  Sales  Price:  (Post  April  20,  2001) 

•  Three-coin  set  in  presentation  case:  $250 

•  Gold  Five  Dollar  proof  in  presentation  case,  $225 

•  Gold  Five  Dollar  proof  in  mailer,  $207 

•  Gold  Five  Dollar  proof  uncirculated  in  presentation  case,  $205 

•  Gold  Five  Dollar  proof  uncirculated  in  mailer,  $200 
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•  Silver  Dollar  proof  in  presentation  case,  $37 

•  Silver  Dollar  proof  in  mailer,  $33 

•  Silver  Dollar  uncirculated  in  gift  box,  $32 

•  Silver  Dollar  uncirculated  in  mailer,  $29. 

•  Clad  Half  Dollar  proof:  in  tray  and  sleeve,  $  1 2 

•  Clad  Half  Dollar  in  mailer,  $  1 1 .50 

•  Clad  Half  Dollar  uncirculated  in  Mylar  and  envelope,  $8.50 

•  Clad  Half  Dollar  uncirculated  in  mailer,  $9.75 

•  Clad  Half  Dollar  uncirculated  collector  set,  $  1 7.50. 


Clad  Half  Design 

Clad  half-dollar;  92%  copper  and  8%  nickel,  diameter  is  1 .205  (±0.003)  inches  or  30.61  (±0.08)  mm  and 
the  weight  is  1 1.340  (±0.454)  grams. 

Obverse: 

Dean  McMullen  designed  the  clad  half-dollar  obverse.  It  features  the  original  U.S. 
Capitol  building  with  in  an  outline  of  the  post  1864  renovation  Capitol  dome. 

Reverse: 

The  reverse  is  a  combination  of  designs  by  artists  Marcel  Jovine  and  Alex  Shagin.  It 
portrays  16  stars  and  the  inscription  “32  SENATORS;  106  HOUSE  MEMBERS”.  The 
stars  represent  the  number  of  states  and  the  inscriptions  reflect  number  of  members  in  the 
6th  Congress-the  first  Congress  to  meet  in  the  new  Capitol  in  1800. 

Bom  in  Russia,  Alex  Shagin  designed  commemorative  coins  and  medals  for  the 
Lenmgrad  Mmt  in  the  I970's,  including  Peter  the  Great  300,  Michelangelo  500, 
Apollo/Soyuz,  and  the  Moscow  Olympics. 

Marcel  Jovine  designed  the  official  medal  for  the  1980  Winter  Olympics  in  Lake  Placid, 
NY;  the  125th  Anniversary  Medal  for  the  American  Numismatic  Society  (ANS).  For  the 
U.S.  Mint,  Marcel  Jovine  designed  the  Mount  Rushmore  Clad  Half  Dollar  obverse  and 
the  Bicentennial  of  the  Constitution  Gold  Five  Dollar  obverse  and  reverse. 


Silver  Dollar  Design 

Silver  one-dollar;  90%  silver  and  10%  alloy,  diameter  is  1 .500  (±0.003)  inches  or  38.10  (±0.08)  mm  and 
the  weight  is  26.730  (±0.400)  grams. 

Obverse: 

The  silver  dollar  obverse  is  a  creation  of  artist  Marika  Somogyi.  The  obverse  portrays  the 
original  U.S.  Capitol  superimposed  on  the  image  of  today's  Capitol  building.  The 
contrasting  images  illustrate  how  we  have  grown  as  a  nation. 

Marika  Somogyi  formerly  of  the  Beaux  Arts  College  in  Budapest  has  been  seen  in  more 
than  14  art  museums  around  the  world,  including  the  permanent  collections  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  and  the  British  Museum.  She  designed  the  U.S.  Mint’s  Mount 
Rushmore  Commemorative  Silver  Dollar  obverse. 
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Reverse: 

1  he  reverse  is  the  design  of  Mint  sculptor/engraver  John  Mercanti  and  portrays  a  bald 
eagle  cloaked  in  a  banner  inscribed  “U.S.  Capitol  Visitor  Center.” 

John  Mercanti  designed  the  2000  Library  of  Congress  Bimetallic  Ten  Dollar  obverse  and 
Silver  Dollar  reverse,  the  reverse  of  the  Leif  Encson  Silver  Dollar,  and  the  obverse 
designs  for  the  George  H.  W.  Bush  and  the  Hubert  Humphrey  medals.  He  also  designed 
the  Bicentennial  ot  the  Congress  Gold  Five  Dollar;  the  Eisenhower  Silver  Dollar  obverse; 
the  Mount  Rushmore  Gold  Five  Dollar  obverse;  the  Korean  War  Silver  Dollar  obverse; 
the  1991  USO  Anniversary  Silver  Dollar  obverse;  and  two  of  the  1995  Atlanta 
Centennial  Olympic  Silver  Dollar  obverses  (track  &  field  and  cycling). 


Gold  Five/Ten  Dollar  Design 

The  gold  five-dollar  com  is  the  design  of  Elizabeth  Jones,  the  only  woman  to  hold  the  position  of  U.S.  Mint 
Chief  Sculptor/Engraver. 

Gold  five-dollar;  90%  gold  and  10%  alloy,  diameter  is  0.850  (±0.003)  inches  or  21.59  (±0.08)  mm  and  the 
weight  is  8.359  (±0.042)  grams. 

Obverse: 

The  obverse  of  this  coin  includes  an  intricate  carving  of  a  single  Corinthian  column,  the 
type  found  on  the  Capitol  building 

Reverse: 

The  coin's  reverse  is  adorned  with  an  image  of  the  original  structure,  beautifully 
portraying  the  edifice  where  the  first  congressional  session  was  held  in  the  U.S.  Capitol. 


Origins  of  the  coin 

This  issue  became  a  controversial  program  at  its  inception  and  the  ensuing  political  tempest.  The  non- 
inspinng  designs  on  most  of  the  coins  in  the  series  ultimately  lead  to  lack  luster  sales  and  collector  apathy. 

Critics  argued  that  the  viability  of  the  commemorative  coin  program  was  also  threatened  by  the  near 
passage  of  the  Capitol  Visitor  Center  Commemorative  Coin  for  the  year  2000.  It  was  strenuously  opposed 
by  the  Chairman  of  the  House  Banking  Subcommittee  on  Domestic  and  International  Monetary  Policy  and 
the  Chairman  of  the  Citizen  Commemorative  Coin  Advisory  Committee 

The  Capitol  Visitor  Center  program  raised  strong  objections  and  complaints  from  collectors  and  the 
numismatic  press  for  several  reasons: 

■  The  proposed  program  violated  the  requirements  of  the  1996  Commemorative  Coin 
Reform  Act  stating  that  no  more  than  two  commemorative  programs  per  year  be 
authorized  by  Congress. 

■  It  also  violated  the  1996  Reform  Act  by  authorizing  mintages  far  in  excess  of  limits 
of  500,000  set  by  the  Act. 

■  The  proposed  program  imposed  excessive  surcharges  on  the  sales  price  of  the  coins. 
How  excessive?  As  much  as  two  and  one  half  times  standard  surcharge  levels 
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usually  associated  with  commemoratives.  Some  collectors  considered  the  surcharges 
to  be  a  tax  on  their  hobby. 

■  The  Capitol  has  been  the  subject  of  two  prior  commemorative  coin  programs  in 
recent  years  which  already  had  raised  funds  for  the  construction  of  a  visitor’s  center 
Moreover,  two  other  authorized  coin  programs  have  benefited  institutions  associated 
with  the  Congress: 

•  the  U.S.  Botanic  Gardens 

•  Library  of  Congress 

■  Congressional  passage  of  the  Capitol  Visitor  Center  Commemorative  Coin  Act 
would  have  violated  House  committee  rules  designed  to  ensure  restraint  and 
deliberation  in  considering  commemorative  programs.  It  also  circumvented  the 
Congressionally-mandated  role  of  the  Citizens  Commemorative  Coin  Advisory 
Committee  in  weighing  the  merits  of  proposed  coin  programs. 

The  methods  some  special  interests  pushed  this  coin  program  through  the  selection  process.  The 
exceptions  to  the  1996  Commemorative  Coin  Reform  Act  prompted  the  Citizens  Commemorative  Coin 
Advisory  Committee  to  make  the  following  recommendations  to  Congress:  “We  strongly  urge  against 
extension  of  sales  periods  for  any  commemorative  coin  programs.  This  is  critical  to  repairing  relationships 
between  Congress  and  the  coin  collecting  community  who  purchase  90%  of  all  commemorative  coins 
authorized  by  Congress.” 


The  Visitors  Center 

The  main  reason  for  this  coin  program  being  created  was  to  fund  the  visitor’s  center.  The  concept  of  the 
U.S.  Capitol  Visitor  Center  is  to  provide  visitors  with  a  secure  and  accessible  environment  to  visit  the  U.S. 
seat  of  government.  The  architecturally  and  historically  significant  United  States  Capitol  is  the  center  of 
American  democracy.  In  addition  to  its  active  use  by  Congress  it  serves  the  American  people  as  a  museum 
of  American  art  and  history  and  home  to  scores  of  priceless  paintings  and  sculptures  portraying  significant 
people  and  events  that  helped  shape  our  country's  history. 

Surcharges  from  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  each  coin  are  authorized  to  be  paid  to  the  Capitol 
Preservation  Fund  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  construction,  maintenance,  and  preservation  of  the  new' 
Capitol  Visitor  Center.  The  surcharges  for  each  coin  are: 

•  $35  for  gold 

•  $10  for  silver 

•  $3  for  clad 


Packaging  Options 

This  issue  w'as  also  unique  in  that  it  was  the  first  and  to  date  the  only  issue  to  allow  the  purchaser  to  decide 
the  type  of  various  packaging  options  and  at  different  prices.  Each  option  included  its  own  official 
Certificate  of  Authenticity.  The  numerous  choices  of  packaging  and  pricing  only  added  confusion  to 
prospective  buyers  when  they  were  confronted  with  such  a  myriad  of  options  to  choose  from.  The  fact  that 
many  buyers  were  trying  to  make  the  purchase  selection  decision  on-line  for  the  first  time  and  coupled  with 
their  fear  of  ordering  something  “over  the  ether”  of  the  mysterious  internet,  most  prospective  buyers 
decided  to  choose  the  mail  order  option  or  not  to  order  the  coin  at  all.  Even  with  the  U.S.  Mint  dropping  the 
delivery  charge  for  orders  taken  on-line,  sales  were  disappointing. 
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I  he  ordering  options  were: 

•  l  S  Capitol  Visitor  Center  Proof  Silver  Dollar  in  Presentation  Case 

•  l  S.  Capitol  Visitor  Center  Proof  Silver  Dollar,  Encapsulated  in  Mailer 

•  I  S.  Capitol  Visitor  Center  Uncirculated  Silver  Dollar  in  Gift  Box 

•  U  S.  Capitol  Visitor  Center  Uncirculated  Silver  Dollar,  Encapsulated  in  Mailer 

•  U  S.  Capitol  Visitor  Center  Proof  Clad  Half  Dollar,  Encapsulated  in  Tray  and  Sleeve 

•  U  S.  Capitol  Visitor  Center  Proof  Clad  Half  Dollar,  Encapsulated  in  Mailer 

•  U  S.  Capitol  Visitor  Center  Uncirculated  Clad  Half  Dollar  in  Mylar  and  Envelope 

•  U.S.  Capitol  Visitor  Center  Uncirculated  Clad  Half  Dollar,  Encapsulated  in  Mailer 

•  U  .S.  Capitol  Visitor  Center  Uncirculated  Clad  Half  Dollar  Collector  Set 
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U.S.  CAPITOL  VISITOR  CENTER 


U.S.  Capitol  Visitor  Center  Uncirculated 
Clad  Half  Dollar  Collector  Set 


•  U.S.  Capitol  Visitor  Center  Proof  Gold  Five  Dollar,  Encapsulated  in  Mailer 

•  U.S.  Capitol  Visitor  Center  Uncirculated  Gold  Five  Dollar  in  Presentation  Case 

•  U.S.  Capitol  Visitor  Center  Uncirculated  Gold  Five  Dollar,  Encapsulated  in  Mailer 

•  U.S.  Capitol  Visitor  Center  Three  Coin  Proof  Set  in  Presentation  Case  (Silver,  Gold  and  Clad) 


The  Capitol  Visitor’s  Center  issues  today 

Like  the  2001  American  Buffalo  commemorative,  this  coin  was  conceived  as  a  way  to  fund  a  building 
project  within  the  confines  of  Washington,  DC.  Unlike  its  American  Buffalo  cousin,  the  Capitol  Visitors 
Center  project  did  not  seem  to  have  a  “grass  roots”  supporting  constituency.  Lack  of  an  interested  non 
collector  subscriber  base  seemed  quite  evident  as  sales  were  lack-luster  at  best.  An  example  of  the  poor 
sales  and  non  interest  by  both  collectors  and  non  collectors  could  be  seen  during  2001  where  one  internet 
vendor  was  selling  PCGS  encapsulated  MS-69  specimens  at  only  $10  above  pre-issue  price! 
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I  he  U.S.  Mint  caught  many  collectors  offguard  by  announcing  an  abrupt  cessation  of  production  in 
December  2001  ot  the  coins.  Thus  many  last  minute  buyers  of  the  issue  using  the  “wait  and  see"  tactic 
were  frozen  out  of  obtaining  a  low  mintage  uncirculated  five  dollar  gold  piece  and  creating  a  spike  in  prices 
almost  immediately  on  some  of  the  online  internet  auctions  sites  like  eBay.com. 

The  clad  half  dollar  specimens  both  in  uncirculated  and  proof  should  only  be  procured  for  the  “joy  of 
ownership."  Unlike  its  siblings  it  contains  no  valuable  metal  content,  was  distributed  in  vast  numbers  and 
its  uninspiring  design  does  not  excite  many  collectors.  Only  those  few  collectors  looking  to  have  every 
commemorative  specimen  available  will  seek  out  this  coin. 

The  silver  dollar  proof  version  sports  a  143,793  mintage  while  the  uncirculated  creation  of  the  dollar  has  a 
lower  mintage  of  35,380  pieces.  Both  coins  are  only  recommended  for  “joy  of  ownership.”  In  the  future, 
the  uncirculated  striking  should  do  better  than  the  proof  just  by  its  lower  mintage  numbers.  Both  coins  are 
not  scarce  enough  to  command  any  appreciable  premium. 

The  gold  piece  unlike  the  clad  half  or  the  silver  dollar  shows  some  real  potential  for  appreciation,  but  only 
in  the  uncirculated  version  of  the  coin.  While  the  proof  five  dollar  coin  has  27,652  pieces  minted  the 
uncirculated  version  of  the  com  has  only  6,761  pieces.  This  was  caused  by  the  mint  ending  sales  early  and 
preventing  last  minute  buyers  from  obtaining  the  coins.  While  the  coins  have  appreciated  over  their  issue 
price  the  uncirculated  five  dollar  coin  will  undoubtedly  be  one  of  the  “semi-keys”  of  the  modem 
commemorative  issues  joining  the  ranks  of  the  1997-W  Jackie  Robinson  $5  uncirculated  creation  ($2,700- 
$3,000),  1996  uncirculated  Olympic  gold  coins  and  the  1996  uncirculated  Smithsonian  gold  coin.  The 
proof  gold  coin  is  recommended  only  for  “joy  of  ownership.”  Only  dealer  promotion  may  see  any  price 
increases  in  the  near  future.  The  uncirculated  gold  five  dollar  piece  is  recommended  if  you  can  procure  one 
on  the  secondary  market  near  the  coins  “net  liquidation  value.”  Be  aware  that  some  dealers  did  procure 
moderate  amounts  of  the  coins  prior  to  the  abrupt  cessation  of  the  program  and  promotion  by  one  or  two  of 
these  dealers  could  make  the  price  rise.  If  you  were  lucky  enough  to  obtain  one  of  the  uncirculated  gold 
coins  directly  from  the  mint  -  HOLD! 


2001-P  500 


Grading 

Service 

MS 

60 

MS 

62 

MS 

63 

MS 

64 

MS 

65 

MS 

66 

MS 

67 

MS 

68 

MS 

69 

MS 

70 

NGC 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1571 

1632 

PCGS 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

5 

39 

761 

8 

Combined 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

5 

39 

2332 

1640 

Grading 

Service 

PF 

60 

PF 

62 

PF 

63 

PF 

64 

PF 

65 

PF 

66 

PF 

67 

PF 

68 

PF 

69 

PF 

70 

NGC 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

15 

861 

7 

PCGS 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10 

96 

663 

0 

Combined 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

13 

1 1 1 

1524 

7 

31 


2001-P  $1.00 


Grading 

Service 

MS 

60 

MS 

62 

MS 

63 

MS 

64 

MS 

65 

MS 

66 

MS 

67 

MS 

68 

MS 

69 

MS 

70 

NGC 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

18 

741 

278 

PCGS 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

33 

914 

15 

Combined 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

51 

1655 

293 

Grading 

Service 

PF 

60 

PF 

62 

PF 

63 

PF 

64 

PF 

65 

PF 

66 

PF 

67 

PF 

68 

PF 

69 

PF 

70 

NGC 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

17 

992 

104 

PCGS 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

13 

75 

995 

11 

Combined 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

15 

92 

1987 

115 

2001 -W  $5.00 


Grading 

Service 

MS 

60 

MS 

62 

MS 

63 

MS 

64 

MS 

65 

MS 

66 

MS 

67 

MS 

68 

MS 

69 

MS 

70 

NGC 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

458 

345 

PCGS 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

10 

1155 

58 

Combined 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1  1 

1613 

403 

Grading 

Service 

PF 

60 

PF 

62 

PF 

63 

PF 

64 

PF 

65 

PF 

66 

PF 

67 

PF 

68 

PF 

69 

PF 

70 

NGC 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

423 

178 

PCGS 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

19 

699 

25 

Combined 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

3 

20 

1122 

203 

32 


Memorial 

to  the 

Designer 

of  the 

Jefferson  Nickel 


(SUSCC  member  designs  memorial.) 


MONTICELLO 


•  JN.  COMMEMORATION  OF  FELIX  SCHEAG  DESIGNER  OF  THE 
.  UNITgO  STATES  JEFFERSON  FfVE  CENT  COIN  FIRST  ISSUED 

V"  ’  x.  .  :  0Y  me  UNITED  STATES:  MINT  IN  193h 

•  *0  ■  '  ■■  J  '  •  -  • 

ERECTED  8Y  YOUR  MICHIGAN  STATE  NUMISMATIC  FRIENDS  2006 

.  '  .•  .  ■  ■  \  _  ' 

■  -.S^TSV?'  •  'V  >  '  4.  -  *  ******  >'  /->•  ’*  ■  - 


■  V  •'  ■  *  ‘  ■! 

^  .ASt  a*V3!\* .  i  -a  Lt*  w 


/-O'#- 


?$&2 


'fmm. 


33 


Steven  Bieda,  State  Representative  for 
Warren/Sterling  Heights,  as  well  as  a 
medalist  and  designer  of  the  reverse  of  the 
1002  Olympic  Half  Dollar  announced  that 
the  memorial  stone  to  Felix  Schlag,  designer 
of  the  1938  Jefferson  Nickel  is  nearing 
completion.  The  monument  is  to  be  set  at 
the  foot  of  the  gravesite  of  Felix  and  Ethel 
Schlag  at  Oak  Hill  Cemetery  in  Owosso, 
Michigan.  The  granite  marker  is  of  the  same 
granite  as  the  existing  headstone,  but  will 
include  information  about  the  design  of  the 
Jefferson  Five  Cent  coin  as  well  as  a 
depiction  of  both  the  reverse  and  obverse  of 
the  1938  (first  year  issue)  Five  Cent  piece. 
The  marker  was  also  designed  by  Bieda, 
who  shares  the  distinction  with  Schlag  of 
being  the  only  two  individuals  who 
designed  a  U.S.  coin  to  have  lived  in 
Michigan. 

Felix  Schlag  won  an  open  design 
competition  for  the  design  of  the  Jefferson 
Five  Cent  coin  while  living  and  working  in 
Chicago  in  1937.  Several  years  later  he 
moved  to  Michigan  where  he  lived  and 
worked  as  a  professional  photographer  and 
sculptor  until  he  died  on  March  9,  1974. 

"I  was  somewhat  surprised  at  the  number  of 
individuals  who  have  contacted  me  since  I 
undertook  this  project,"  said  Bieda,  "A  large 
number  were  long-time  or  former  residents 
of  Owosso,  many  of  whom  reported  that 
Felix  took  either  their  High  School 
graduation  or  Marriage  photos." 

"I  also  have  heard  from  a  number  of 
collectors  who  reported  knowing  Schlag  in 
the  1960s"  said  Bieda.  The  co-chair  of  the 
project,  A1  Bobrofsky  recounts  befriending 
Schlag  at  a  coin  show  in  the  early  1960s. 
"Felix  came  to  the  show  with  his  right  hand 
all  bandaged  up  and  carrying  a  number  of 
autographed  commemorative  cards 
depicting  "his"  design  for  the  Jefferson 
Nickel  which  he  was  selling  for  something 


like  $3.00  to  $5.00."  The  meeting  marked  the 
beginning  of  a  lifelong  friendship  that 
ended  with  the  artist's  death  in  1974,  and 
his  widow's  death  nearly  twenty  years  later. 

In  addition  to  the  special  granite  marker, 
new  landscaping  is  planned  for  the 
gravesite.  Several  old  yew  bushes  that  were 
planted  in  the  early  1970s  were  removed, 
and  the  area  is  being  graded  and  leveled. 
New  landscaping  will  be  installed  shortly 
after  the  installation  of  the  memorial 
marker. 

Any  funds  remaining  after  the  stone  and 
landscaping  is  completed  will  be  used  for  a 
perpetual  maintenance  fund  and  for 
programs  designed  for  young  coin 
collectors. 

The  idea  for  the  project  was  initially 
brought  up  at  a  Michigan  State  Numismatic 
Society  board  meeting  in  2004  by  Steve 
Bieda.  It  became  a  collaborative  effort  with 
A1  Bobrofsky  and  the  two  sought  the 
blessing  and  approval  of  the  Michigan  State 
Numismatic  Society  in  2004.  According  to 
Bieda,  "I  looked  at  it  as  a  way  of  both 
honoring  the  designer  of  one  of  our  most 
abundantly  produced  coins,  and  as  a  special 
way  of  commemorating  the  ties  Felix  Schlag 
had  with  Michigan. 

Individuals  interested  in  making  a  donation 
to  the  project  can  make  checks  payable  to: 
"A1  Bobrosky/ Schlag  Memorial,"  and  sent 
to  Michigan  State  Numismatic  Society,  P.O. 
Box  87931,  Canton,  MI  48187.  Contributions 
of  $25  or  more  will  be  recognized  with  a 
special  certificate. 
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a  very  large  hoard  exists! 

Have  you  heard  of  Phoenix  Home  Life  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  Hartford, 
Connecticut?  Near  the  end  of  the  1995  Special  Olympics  World  Games  coin  sales  period,  they 
purchased  200,000  proof  dollars  and  50,000  uncirculated  dollars.  The  final  mintages  stand  at 

352.449  proof  dollars  and  89,298  uncirculated  dollars.  If  Phoenix  Home  Life  Mutual 
Insurance  Company  had  not  purchased  them,  the  final  mintages  would  be  much  lower  at 

152.449  proofs  and  39,298  uncs. 

Reference:  Swiatek,  Anthony  J.  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States,  2001  Amos  Press  Inc. 

Pg  343-344 


Mirror,  mirror  on  the  wall, 

tell  me  I  am  the  fairest  of  them  all 
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2007  Jamestown  400th  Anniversary  Commemorative  Coin  Program 


In  the  spring  of  1607,  three  ships  carrying  108  settlers  -  the  Virginia  Company  of  London  -  made  landfall 
in  the  New  World.  The  Virginia  Company  was  charged  with  establishing  an  English  settlement  in  North 
America,  and  its  employees  were  the  first  permanent  English  settlers  in  what  would  eventually  become 
the  United  States.  Four  hundred  years  later,  the  United  States  is  honoring  the  founding  of  Jamestown 
with  two  commemorative  coins  from  the  United  States  Mint. 

The  continued  survival  at  Jamestown  of  the  crew  members  aboard  the  Susan  Constant ,  Godspeed  and 
Discovery  marked  a  major  historical  milestone  in  the  exploration  of  North  America.  In  the  legislation 
authorizing  this  commemorative  coin  program,  Congress  says: 

"The  Jamestown  Settlement  brought  people  from  throughout  the  Atlantic  Basin  together  to  form  a  society 
that  drew  upon  the  strengths  and  characteristics  of  English,  European,  African  and  Native  American 
cultures.  The  economic,  political,  religious  and  social  institutions  that  developed  during  the  first  nine 
decades  of  the  existence  of  Jamestown  continue  to  have  profound  effects  on  the  United  States, 
particularly  in  English  common  law  and  language ,  cross  cultural  relationships,  manufacturing,  and 
economic  structure  and  status. " 

The  colony  at  Jamestown  also  produced  one  of  the  earliest  iconic  figures  of  colonial  history.  Captain  John 
Smith  was  one  of  seven  council  members  identified  in  sealed  orders  to  govern  the  new  colony.  Smith  led 
the  settlers  through  the  struggles  of  a  harsh  winter,  the  spread  of  disease,  and  the  often  challenging 
relationships  with  the  Algonquian  Indians. 

The  Jamestown  400th  Anniversary  Commemorative  Coin  Program  comprises  two  commemorative  coins 
-  a  silver  dollar  and  a  $5  gold  coin  -  available  in  both  proof  and  uncirculated  conditions.  Surcharges  from 
the  program  will  support  400th  anniversary  programs  such  as  promoting  understanding,  continuing 
preservation,  and  improving  the  infrastructure  of  Jamestown,  among  other  commemorative  events.  These 
programs  will  be  conducted  by,  and  the  surcharges  will  be  directed  to,  the  Jamestown-Yorktown 
Foundation  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  the  Association  for 
Preservation  of  Virginia  Antiquities. 

Authorized  by  Public  Law  108-289,  the  commemorative  coins  are  limited  to  maximum  mintages  across  all 
product  options  of  500,000  for  the  silver  dollar  and  100,000  for  the  $5  gold  coin.  Both  coins  may  be 
issued  only  during  the  one-year  period  beginning  January  1, 2007. 


36 


Membership  Application 

Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins 

I  hereby  apply  for  membership  in  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins 
(SUSCC),  subject  to  the  bylaws  of  said  Society. 

Membership  runs  from  January  1st  to  December  31st  of  each  year. 

Annual  Dues:  $20.00  per  aduit  and  $10.00  per  Junior  (Age  17  and  under). 

Name 

Address 

City 

State  and  Zip  Code 
Daytime  Telephone  Number 
Signature  of  Applicant 

Date 

Signature  and  Membership  Number  of  Sponsor  (optional) 

Birth  Date  (Junior  Members) 

Signature  of  Parent  or  Guardian  (Junior  Members) 


Enclose  dues  with  your  application  (copy  ok)  and  send  to: 

SUSCC,  P.O.  Box  2335,  Huntington  Beach,  CA  92647 


